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Antigone The Play
Plot
	Oedipus was an expatriate from the Thebes when the prophecy of incest and patricide was verified accurately. Oedipus left Thebes a broken and blind man. Creon covered the vacant seat since Oedipus's sons, Polyneices and Eteocles, were too young to rule. As days passed and Oedipus's sons aged, Eteocles claimed the authority for himself, exiling Polyneices. His elder brother formed a massive army and attacked his younger brother for the throne. However, none of the two brothers won the battle since they killed each other on the battlefield. Creon re-embarked on his duty and declared that Eteocles would receive a proper burial. However, his younger brother's body will be left for the vultures and the dogs to eat as a penalty for his disgrace. 
Polyneices sister Antigone learns about the sad news and decides to offer a proper burial for her brother. However, her sister Ismene warns against the consequences and dangers, and she decides not to participate in helping Antigone plan the funeral. Antigone then goes to Polyneices' guarded body and pours sand and dirt over him, executing the appropriate burial rights. As the guards brush the sand and dirt off the body, Antigone reveals herself willingly. Creon is furious and imprisons Ismene and Antigone as he believes they are accomplices. His son Haemon pleads with him to release Antigone. However, Creon ridicules his son thought of freeing the lady. Haemon runs off, claiming that he offers unequal treatment. Creon announces Ismene’s innocence but declares Antigone guilty. Antigone is taken to a cave outside and is buried alive. The blind prophet, Teiresias, warns the ruler that the gods are unhappy for the lack of proper burial. Teiresias also prophesy the death of Haemon as a form of punishment. The ruler mocks Teiresias, but the chorus reminds him that the prophecies have never been wrong. Duo to worry, Creon performs the proper burial for Antigone’s brother. Creon is then escorted by the chorus, nostalgic in his misery (Sophocles, Antigone).
Characters
	There are several characters in the play: Antigone, Ismene, Creon, and Harmonicon is the ruler of Thebes. He is also the brother of Jocasta and Haemon's father. Haemon is Creon’s son. Besides, He is supposed to marry Antigone. However, when the ruler banishes Antigone to death, Haemon runs off, and he is later found dead by Antigone's side after committing suicide. Ismene is the youngest daughter of Jocasta and Oedipus. She warns her sister Antigone that giving their brother a decent burial would lead to severe consequences and declares she will not participate in the whole scheme. After being captured, she states that she helped Antigone since she wanted to be executed with her. However, Ismene is set free since Antigone says that her sister is innocent. Antigone is the oldest daughter of Jocasta and Oedipus. She is braver than her sisters and believes that Polyneices deserve a decent burial (Sophocles, Antigone).
Themes
	A primary theme evident in the play is pride. Polyneices and Eteocles were too prideful since they wanted the power that resulted from taking the throne at Thebes. However, their satisfaction led to self-destruction as they killed each other on the battlefield for power. Polyneices sister Antigone is too proud to let his brother's body be destroyed and eaten by the vultures and the dogs. She, therefore, goes against the ruler’s strict law. Creon, thobes leader, is also too prideful as he rejects to offer a decent burial to one of their brothers. If Creon had offered a proper burial, then he could have spared the lives of his wife and son. His pride also caused him to ignore the prophet's warning. When he realized that the prophecy came from the highest power, the damage was already done. Creon also states that Haemon is like a slave to Antigone and mocks him for not respecting the power. As a result, Haemon commits suicide, and that is when Creon realizes the dangerous mistakes he made (Pages 55-56, lines 1155-1260).
Dialogue
	Dialogue is the primary means for characterization in the play because the opinions and characters are conveyed mainly through speech. Creon, the ruler of Thebes, is portrayed as arrogant because of his tone when speaking to Teiresias, the prophet. Antigone is performed as willful and robust when she argues with the ruler, Creon. The way the characters speak that is authoritatively or meekly reflects confidence and status (Pages 50-52, Lines 115-1154).
Visual Elements
	Oedipus unknowingly marries his mother, Jocasta, after murdering her husband, who happens to be his father. Jocasta and Oedipus had four kids that is Antigone, Ismene, Polynices and Etecoles.Antigone is engaged to Haemon, who happens to be her cousin. Imagery is utilized when Creon describes Antigone’s brother's body and also Antigone’s death. This aspect creates a disgusted and disturbed mood with the audience, and Creon’s composed and unconcerned tone makes the reader visualize the nasty side of Thebes' ruler (Goheen).
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